
 

 

  

Computing at  

St Andrew’s CE (VA)  

Infant School 



Purple Mash is the selected scheme used to teach computing at St Andrews Infant CE (VA) School. In Key 

Stage one Purple Mash have produced schemes of work based on the National Curriculum 2014. The 

subject lead and computing teacher have carefully selected the units that will be taught to enable pupils to 

gain skills and knowledge in digital literacy, computer science and information technology. The scheme 

allows flexibility to change the sequence and content and this is determined by the class needs/topics that 

pupils will cover at different points in the academic year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A range of adaptive teaching strategies are utilised within lessons to support all learners in being successful 

in meeting the lesson objectives. Each lesson plan has clear instructions on the aims of the lesson, success 

criteria and resources needed. Lessons are ordinarily taught in the ICT suite which has computer/internet 

access and pupils are given allotted time to be able to complete their lessons with Charlene Kerry (HLTA). 

The computing HLTA will use the accompanying Purple Mash slideshows within most lessons. All of the 

slides have the links and resources within them this enables the HLTA to utilise lesson time and focus on 

what pupils are doing and how they are learning. The computing HLTA aims to understand and recognise 

misconceptions this may be on an individual basis, group or class basis. Misconceptions are reviewed by 

the computing lead and computing HLTA we then reflect on how these misconceptions can be avoided and 

or diminished. Each classroom has a minimum of two computers that pupils have access to, it is intended 

demonstrate that computing is an important part of our daily lives. All teachers have access to Purple Mash 

and can set up ‘2dos’ for pupils in their class this might be as a lesson starter, catch up or to embed 

knowledge or skills further.  

Staff are offered technical support during ‘webinar’ training as well as contacting the Computing Co-

ordinator and other teachers. Any technology issues that cannot be resolved within school should be 

reported to Calderdale ICT support.  

Children all receive personal Purple Mash logins in their home/school reading record.  The benefit of 

children having their own login is that they can access ‘2dos’, save their work and access activities at 

school and home. We teach children about online safety by keeping their username and passwords private. 

We are determined to provide the children with opportunities to develop their computing skills when 

working in other areas of the curriculum. The children use a wide range of computing skills including: 

▪ Word processing to write stories, poems or letters 
▪ Databases to record information, e.g. minibeasts databases 
▪ IWB screens to pose mathematical problems and to model work 
▪ Desktop publishing to design posters, leaflets or cards 
▪ Multimedia presentations to present text, pictures and sound 
▪ Drawing programs to create pictures and designs 
▪ Using search engines to find information 
▪ Cameras/ iPads to record what they have done in class or on a visit 
▪ Using Purple Mash to produce a range of work showcasing their understanding in different 

subjects including- newspaper reports, animations and whole class mind maps. 
▪ Playing educational games online to support learning 
▪ Videos to enhance learning experiences  



▪ Simulations to explore real and imaginary situations 
 

In Reception, children use technology in their everyday lives, pupils starting school ordinarily have some 

understanding of technology and how it works. Computing is not included within the EYFS Statutory 

Framework 2021. Computing is not taught a discrete set of lessons but it interwoven within the other areas 

of learning to enable pupils to gain the necessary skills to progress within Key Stage 1.  

 

Teachers show children how to access age-appropriate games/apps and use it for a purpose on computers, 

laptops, interactive whiteboard and other technology-based devices. Children are shown how to use a 

mouse and keyboard to access age-appropriate activities during continuous provision during autumn and 

spring term. Purple Mash has age-appropriate games for EYFS children to access “Mini Mash”. This section 

of the program looks like a classroom and it gives younger pupils an opportunity to access simple games 

and activities. In the Summer term children are taught to log on and access other features of Purple Mash 

in order to prepare them for KS1.  

The computing HLTA will assess the pupils on their skills and knowledge on a termly basis looking at 

computer science, digital literacy and information technology using ‘I can statements’. Assessment of 

pupil’s skills is completed in a range of ways including; live observations, marking of completed tasks, 

quizzes, retrieval of essential knowledge and demonstration of computing skills.  All pupils’ assessment will 

be recorded termly onto Sonar and the computing teacher will reflect on how pupils are grasping the 

knowledge and skills set out on National Curriculum. The information recorded will be shared with the 

current and future class teacher during transition events to determine what pupils need recapping or to be 

integrated within future lessons. 

ICT equipment is mainly found within the ICT suite which consists of desktop computers, IWB, cameras and 

Beebots. The equipment is kept in well ventilated areas, away from any liquids and is kept in either locked 

cupboards or rooms to ensure security. Classroom ICT equipment is kept locked to comply with GDPR 

regulations if not in use. Any issues with equipment should be shared with the office staff so that Calderdale 

ICT can be notified.  

Pupils are educated on the importance of Online Safety in all ICT lessons. There are displays around school 

explaining to pupils what they should do if they see something they do not like. As a school we have a Safer 

Internet day. On that day children have an assembly recapping internet rules and also how to keep 

themselves safe online in school and at home.  

Parents receive notifications through homework ,QR codes, newsletters and in-house workshops on useful 

and educational websites that pupils can access at home. Additionally the program Seesaw is used in 

Reception to share learning with parents.  

Topmarks https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ 

Cbeebies https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies 

Cbbc https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc


Essential knowledge  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Skill and knowledge progression  

 

 



 

 

Online safety progression  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 


