Paws, Claws
and Whiskers

Living things

All living things need food, water, air and shelter
to survive. Some animals have other special
features or behaviour that help them survive. For
example kangaroo rats have adapted to survive
in the desert without ever taking a sip of water.
Instead, they get all the water they need from the
seeds that they eat. Black rhinoceros have thick,
layered skin to protect them from sharp grasses
and thorns.

Humans

Humans are animals. Humans have some common
features and some features that vary. For example
eye and hair colour can vary.
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Classifying animals

Animals can be grouped in different ways.

Diet

Animals can be sorted by the type of food they eat.

A lion is a carnivore because it eats meat. A rabbit
is a herbivore because it eats plants.

lion

Wild or domestic

Animals can be sorted by whether they are wild or
domestic. Different species of dog can be found in
the wild and in the home as a domestic pet.

African wild dog labrador

Appearance

Animals can be sorted by appearance. For
example, birds can be sorted by size, colour,
pattern or beak shape.

Tip: Print in A3.
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Camouflage

Knowledge organiser

Camouflage is a special adaptation that allows
animals to blend in with their environment.
Camouflage can help an animal to survive by

hiding it from its predators or prey.
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